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There has been noticeable progress in the scientific
investigation of reading problems since the study of them was
first undertaken in European laboratories in the nineteenth
century. This advancement has resulted in a deviation from
the psychological and physiological investigations to the
general sociological aspects of reading and related reading
problems. In recent years, the trend has been toward the
sociology of reading, but considerable attention has been
given to specific phases of reading and the individual's role
in the total frame of reading proclivities.^
Reading, an educative force, affords a means of secur¬
ing information and understanding which motivates and encour¬
ages learning on an independent scale. It provides an avenue
to the firsthand experiences and significant thinking of man¬
kind and contributes to the enlightenment and educational
^Lester Asheim, "Research on the Reading of Adults,"
Library Trends. I (April, 1953), 454.
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growth of the individual. The development of worthwhile
reading interests and habits can be attributed to the tremen¬
dous amount of reading which is involved in self-education.
Motivation, reading ability, and desirable t3^es of materials




In an investigation of the character of adult recrea-
3
tional reading the Gray study, in 1930, revealed that the
factors and conditions related to the amount of leisure-time
reading were: previous educational advantages, age, member¬
ship in book clubs, attendance at movies, and a wide interest
in various activities.
In 1951, it was reported that the increase in the vol¬
untary reading of college students was reflected in the book¬
club memberships, the reading of book digests paperbacks,
, 4
magazines, and newspapers. Some other significant
^William S. Gray (ed.), Reading in General Education
(Washington: American Council on Education, 1940), pp. 10-11.
2
William S. Gray, The Reading Interests and Habits of
Adults (New York: Macmillan, 1930), p. 3.
^Ibid.. p. 67.
^Willard Abraham, "College Students Do Read," Library
Journal. LXXVI (April 15, 1951), 677.
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conclusions, provided by Harold Jones''s study were: that
college students read newspapers frequently or daily, focus¬
ing attention on news, sports, current affairs, and comics,
respectively; that independent book reading was done by a
goodly n-umber of students; and that females did more extra¬
curricular reading than male students. Moreover, the leisure¬
time reading interests and habits of college students were
influenced by family backgroxmd, socio-economic status, in¬
telligence quotient, and previous educational opportunities.
Jones further concluded that the recreatory reading tastes of
students in institutions of higher learning were formed be¬
fore their college years and did not change remarkably while
in college.
In an investigation to determine the extent to which
2
university students engaged in recreational reading, Chapin,
in 1951, provided evidence which showed that the average stu¬
dent spent four hours weekly on recreatory reading; that male
and female students spent relatively the same amount of time
on leisure-time reading; that marital status was not a factor
^Harold D. Jones, "The Extra-curricular Reading Inter¬
ests of Students in a State College." School and Society,
LXXII (July 15, 1950), 42-43.
2
Richard Chapin, "The Recreational Reading of Universi¬
ty of Illinois Students," College and Research Libraries, XII
(April, 1951), 157.
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in determining the time students spent on voluntary reading;
that classification (freshman, sophomore, junior, and senior)
determined the amount of recreational reading in which stu¬
dents engaged; and that the students who were active in extra¬
curricular activities and those who worked, read more than
students with considerable leisure time.
In a research project to determine the characteristics
of books that made them constantly demanded by readers and
the material in books which caused wide readership, Bessie
1
Eldridge analyzed the books on the Publishers*' Weekly best
seller list for 1951-1955 in terms of the length of book,
style of writing, book club choices, advertising, amount of
p-ublicity, and special awards. This study concluded that
best sellers were read because of: the appeal of the subject
matter, readable style, format, reputation of author, aware¬
ness through promotion, and accessibility.
Other important factors were presented by Joseph
2
Mersand in 1961 on the reading of college students. Mersand's
investigation included students of nearly one-half of the
colleges and universities throughout the country and provided
Bessie L. Eldridge, *Ti\/hy They Read: A Look at the
Best Sellers," Wilson Library Bulletin. XXXI (January, 1957),
385-387.
2
Joseph Mersand, "The Reading of Today's College Stu¬
dents," WJ^sonjy^i^rx^]ille;yjn, XXXVI (November, 1961), 241.
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data to show that college students were reading non-fiction
of a high caliber; that these students did more voluntary-
book reading than former students; that the reading habits
of college students had been influenced by quality paperbacks;
that students developed lifetime reading habits; and that
they had better reading tastes than former students.
In 1962, a study of the extra-curricular reading inter¬
ests and habits of students in a liberal arts college re¬
vealed that students did more magazine and newspaper reading
than book reading; that classification was a factor which in¬
fluenced the amount of leisure-time reading; that students
showed similar reading tastes in extra-curricular reading in¬
terests and habits; that independent reading interests and
habits were affected by major fields of concentration; and
that recreational reading included much current fiction and
supplementary non-fiction. This investigation showed that
fraternity affiliations and geographical region were not
noteworthy factors in determining recreatory reading inter¬
ests and habits.^
The editors of campus publications at 10 colleges and
universities across the country reported that college s-tudents,
^George C. Grant, "A Study of the Extra-curricular
Reading Interests and Habits of Morehouse College Students"
(unpublished Master's thesis. School of Library Service,
Atlanta University, 1962), p. 57.
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nationally, read similar books for pleasure. The more popu¬
lar titles mentioned in this study were the current best
sellers. The poems of E. E. Cummings and Robert Frost were
also widely read by college students in the sample group.^
Historical Sketch of Clark College
Clark University was established by the Freedmen's Aid
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in 1868, in
Atlanta, Georgia. The institution was named in honor of
Bishop Davis W. Clark who was the first president of the
Freedmen's Aid Society and who attempted to enhance the pre¬
dicament of the Negro race through education. After the
death of Bishop Clark, Mrs. Clark, a member of the Trustee
Board, strove to support the University and interested her
friends in its welfare. Clark College was started in the
Clark Chapel Methodist Episcopal Chxirch and later moved to
the Lloyd Street Church in the Summer Hill section of Atlanta.
The College moved from the temporary location in Slimmer Hill
to McDaniel and Whitehall Streets and was chartered as Clark
University in 1877. The institution remained at this site
for three years.^
^The New York Times Book Review: Paperback Book Section,
January 5, 1964, pp. 3, 36-37.
^Clark College. Bulletin,LXXXXV (June, 1962), pp. 15-16.
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In 1880, Bishop Clark's successor. Bishop Gilbert Haven,
purchased a tract of land on the south side of the city where
the school was moved. On this site was one large building
and five cottages. As a part of the building program, the
Gammon School of Theology was incorporated as a branch of
Clark University in 1883. It later became an independent
seminary. The University was moved to its present site on
Chestnut Street in 1941 and was re-chartered as Clark College
in 1940.^
The aim of Clark College is to provide learning through
various activities and to develop well-rounded, integrated
personalities. The overall objective is to develop men and
women who will be intellectually critical, broad in inter¬
ests, efficient in work, and useful to society. Clark College,
a privately endowed, co-educational, and liberal arts college,
has a four-year curriculum leading to the bachelor's degree
and had a full-time enrollment of 719 students in the 1963-
2
1964 school year.
The present site makes it possible for Clark College to
share the facilities of the several institutions in the




comprised of Atlanta University, Clark College, The Inter¬
denominational Theological Center (of which the Gammon The¬
ological Seminary is a part), Morehouse College, Morris Brown
College, and Spelman College.^
Library Facilities for Clark College Students
The Georgia Smith Keeney Library is the central library
of Clark College with a series of departmental libraries pro¬
viding materials in the following areas: Art, Biology,
Business, Chemistry, Education and Psychology, Home Economics,
Music, Physics, and Social Science. In addition to the de¬
partmental libraries or collections, there are four dormitory
libraries in which encyclopedias, fiction, and magazines are
found. The total book collection of the central, departmental,
2
and dormitory libraries numbers 24,407 volumes.
The Keeney Library has accommodations for 96 students
and provides general reference books, supplementary reading
materials in the subject areas of the collegers curriculum,
ephemeral materials, magazines, and newspapers. The library
is open 65 hours per week and employs the services of two
3
professional librarians and eight student assistants.
^Ibid.
2
Interview with Mrs. Fannie Burrell Ross, Librarian,
Clark College, June 16, 1964.
^Ibid.
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The Clark College students have access to the library
facilities of the Atlanta University Trevor Arnett Library,
located across the street from the Clark College campus. The
materials and facilities of this library are geared toward
the needs of the students in the five graduate schools of
Atlanta University, Morehouse College students, the junior
and senior students of Clark College, Morris Brown College,
and Spelman College, and the students of the Interdenomina¬
tional Theological Center.^
Characteristics of the Student Body
A stratification of the total enrollment by classifica¬
tion showed that 281 or 38.9 per cent of the students were
freshmen; that 173 or 24.1 per cent were sophomores; 132 or
18.3 per cent were juniors; and that 133 or 18.7 per cent
were seniors. A distribution of the total student body by
sex revealed that 24.0 per cent or 174 of the students in the
freshman class were females and 14.9 per cent or 107 students
were males; that 14.5 per cent or 104 students in the sopho¬
more class were females and 9.6 per cent or 69 were males;
that 10.8 per cent or 78 of the students in the junior class
were females and 7.5 per cent or 54 were males; and that
10.7 per cent or 77 members of the senior class were females
^Atlanta University. Bulletin. CXXII (April, 1963), p. 27.
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and 8.0 per cent or 56 vere male students. Of the total of
719 students 433 or 60.0 per cent were females and 286 or
40.0 per cent were males (see Table 1).
TABLE 1















Freshman 174 24.0 107 14.9 281 38.9
Sophomore 104 14.5 69 9.6 173 24.1
Junior 78 10.8 54 7.5 132 18.3
Senior 77 10.7 56 8.0 133 18.7
Total 433 60.0 286 40.0 719 100.0
Purpose and Scope
In order to encourage a higher quality and greater
quantity of leisure-time reading, the librarian, faculty, and
college administration should know the independent reading
interests, habits, and backgrounds of the students. The
extra-curricular reading of the students can be guided into
constructive channels, if the reading preferences and choices
are known.
The purposes of this study are; to ascertain the inde¬
pendent reading interests and habits of students of Clark
11
College in Atlanta, Georgia; to show dissimilarities in read¬
ing interests according to classification, membership in
campus organizations, geographical location, and student em¬
ployment; and to determine the sources from which students,
secure recreatory reading materials and the types or themes
they like most.
Methodology
The first step involved in securing data necessary for
this study was to compose a questionnaire which would yield
information concerning the recreational reading interests and
habits of the students. The questionnaire also sought to
solicit personal data which was used to determine any correla¬
tion between the personal characteristics of the students and
their reading interests and to analyze the information per¬
taining to the voluntary reading interests and habits of the
group. The personal data included the students' classifica¬
tion, major fields of specialization, home towns and states,
sex, leisure-time interests or activities, membership in
campus organizations, student employment while in college,
and the kind of work performed.
The questionnaire which was administered was designed
to obtain information pertaining to the books which had been
read for pleasure in the past year, those that the students
12
were currently reading, the means by which the books had been
chosen, the types or themes of books that the students liked
most, the magazines and newspapers that they read regularly,
the kinds of newspaper articles which were read most, the
sources from which they secured reading materials, and the
amount of time devoted to leisure-time reading. The question¬
naire used in this study was based on Gray^'s^ "Reading Ques¬
tionnaire" and a reading interest questionnaire which was
2
administered by Grant (see Appendix E).
The next step was to secure the approval of the Dean of
Clark College to administer the questionnaire to the students.
A chapel period which had been designated for the meeting of
each class was provided and the president of each class co¬
operated by allowing the use of 15 minutes for the adminis¬
tering of the questionnaire.
Since the students were assembled by classification
(freshman, sophomore, junior, and senior) in separate rooms,
three students from the Atlanta University School of Library
Service and the writer were assigned as monitors to read an
introductory statement concerning the purpose of the ques¬
tionnaire. Fellow students also assisted as proctors and
^Gray, op. cit., pp. 134-137.
2
Grant, op. cit., pp. 72-73.
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were stationed throughout the groups to distribute and collect
the forms and to answer any questions which might have arisen.
Attendance at the class meeting was not compulsory. Of
the 719 full-time students enrolled at Clark College during
the second semester of the 1963-1964 school year, 247 or 34.3
per cent of them attended these class meetings on May 14,
1964 and filled out the questionnaires (see Table 2).
TABLE 2
ENROLLMENT OF THE SAMPLE OF CLARK COLLEGE







Freshman 281 141 57.1
Sophomore 173 62 25.1
Junior 132 34 13.8
Senior 133 10 4.0
Total 719 247 100.0
The Trevor Arnett Library card catalog and the American
Authors and Books. 1640 to the Present Day^ were used as aids
in identifying and classifying the books listed by the sample
William J. Burke and Will D. Howe, American Authors
and Books, 1640 to the Present Day (New York: Crown Pub¬
lishers, Inc., 1962).
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group. Ayer's Directory of Newspapers and Periodicals^ was
used to verify and classify the periodicals and newspapers
designated by this group.
Distribution by classification.--The sample group in¬
cluded 247 of the 719 full-time students who were enrolled
during the second semester of the 1963-1964 academic year.
There were 141 freshmen, 62 sophomores, 34 juniors, and 10
seniors who comprised the sample. A distribution of each
class in the sample group by sex showed that 93 or 37.2 per
cent of the freshmen in the sample were females and 48 or
TABLE 3















Freshman 93 37.2 48 19.4 141 56.6
Sophomore 39 15.8 23 9.7 62 25.5
Junior 22 9.0 12 4.9 34 13.9
Senior 5 2.0 5 2.0 10 4.0
Total 159 64.0 88 36.0 247 100.0
Hfilliam F. McCallister, Ayer's Directory of Newspapers
and Periodicals (Philadelphia: N. W. Ayer and Sons, 1963),
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19.4 per cent were males; that 39 sophomores or 16 per cent
were females and 23 or 9.7 per cent composed the male segment
of this class; that 22 or nine per cent of the juniors were
females and 12 or five per cent were males; and that five or
two per cent of the seniors were females and five or two per
cent were male students (see Table 3).
Major fields of specialization.--The junior and senior
students were considered in terms of their major fields of
specialization. The freshmen and sophomores were considered
in terms of major subject areas, although the majority of
them listed subject areas as major fields of concentration.
The college curriculum is designed to offer freshmen and
sophomores courses of general education which are required
for all college students.
Only 14 of the juniors and seniors indicated their
major fields of specialization: one student each in biology,
English, mathematics, music, music education, philosophy, and
Spanish; and two students each in history, social science,
and sociology. Thirty students or 68.2 per cent of the 44
juniors and seniors in the sample group did not indicate
their major fields of concentration.
Geographical location by states .---The geographical dis¬
tribution of the sample group showed that 17 of the 50 states
in the United States were represented. The home states
16
TABLE 4
GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION OF SAMPLE
GROUP BY STATES*
Regions and States Number of Students Percentage











Northeastern States 6 2.4
Delaware 1 a a
New York 4 a a
Pennsylvania 1 a a
Midwestern States 6 2.4
Illinois 2 a a
Missouri 1 a a
Ohio 3 a a
Southwestern State 2 .8
Texas 2 a a
Not Reported 8 3.3
Total 247 100.0
*The division of states into regions is according to
Louis R. Wilson, The Geography of Reading (Chicago i American
Library Association and The University of Chicago Press,
1938), p. 21.
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listed by the students were: Alabama, Delaware, Florida,
Georgia, Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri,
New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina,
Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia. A division of the states
into regions disclosed that 225 or 91.1 per cent lived in the
Southern region of the United States, and of this number 173
or 70.0 per cent lived in Georgia. The next largest group
came from Alabama which was 20 or 8.1 per cent of the 225
Southern students. An equal number of students, six or 2.4
per cent, lived in the Northeastern states of Delaware, New
York, and Pennsylvania and the Midwestern states of Illinois,
Missouri, and Ohio; two or .8 per cent lived in the South¬
western state of Texas; and eight or 3.3 per cent of the stu¬
dents in the sample did not list their home states (see
Table 4) .
Campus organizations.—Membership in campus organiza¬
tions was indicated by 139 or 56.3 per cent of the students
composing the sample group. Of these 57 were freshmen, 45
were sophomores, 28 were juniors, and nine were seniors (see
Table 5) .
Of the 139 students in the sample group who were mem¬
bers of campus organizations, 115 or 82.7 per cent of them
were active participants in these organizations; and 24 or
17.3 per cent were inactive members. Of the nine seniors who
18
belonged to campus organizations, seven were active; all of
the 28 juniors were active, 38 of the 45 sophomores, and 48
of the 57 freshmen reported being active (see Table 5).
TABLE 5
DISTRIBUTION OF THE SMPLE BELONGING
TO CAMPUS ORGANIZATIONS
Class Members Non-members Total
Freshman 57 84 141
Sophomore 45 17 62
Junior 28 6 34
Senior 9 1 10
Total 139 108 247
Number active 115 ■ B a a
Per cent active 87.2 ■ B B B
Employment.--A total of 66 or 26.7 per cent of the 247
students comprising the sample group were employed while in
college. Thirty-four were freshmen, 19 were sophomores,
nine were juniors, and fovir were seniors.
CHAPTER II
INDEPENDENT READING INTERESTS AND
HABITS OF THE STUDENTS
This chapter discusses the reading interests and habits
of Clark College students as provided by answers of the sample
group of students to questions regarding their recreational
reading of books, magazines and newspapers. The independent
reading interests and habits included an analysis of the
books read by the sample group during the past year for
pleasure; books that the students were currently reading, the
methods by which the books had been chosen, the types or
themes of books that the students preferred, the magazines
and newspapers that they read regularly, the kinds of news¬
paper articles which were read most, the sources from which
the students secured their reading materials, and the amount
of time devoted to the leisure-time reading of books, maga¬
zines and newspapers.
Books Read During the Past Year, 1963-1964
Number and types of books read.--The total number of
books which were read by the sample group of 247 students
19
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during the past year was 863. Of this number 609 or 70.5
per cent of the titles were read by freshmen; 131 or 15.3 per
cent were read by sophomores; 93 or 10.7 per cent were read
by juniors; and 30 or 3.5 per cent of the titles were read by
seniors (see Table 6).
TABLE 6

















Freshman 525 60.8 84 9.7 609 70.5
Sophomore 106 12.3 25 3.0 131 15.3
Junior 78 9.0 15 1.7 93 10.7
Senior 17 2.0 13 1.5 30 3.5
Total 726 84.1 137 15.9 863 100.0
Of the number of books read by individual students in
the freshman class, the range was from none to 14 books,
none to 13 for the sophomore class, none to seven for the
junior class and from none to five for the senior class. In
the sample of 141 freshmen, 19 had read no books in the past
year; three had read one book each; 16 had read two books
each; 26 had read three books each; 14 had read four books
21
each,; 24 had read five books each; 14 had read six books
each; nine had read seven books each; five had read eight
books each; two had read nine books each; three had read 10
and 11 books each; and two had read 12 and 14 books each (see
Table 7).
TABLE 7
NUMBER OF BOOKS READ BY THE SAMPLE GROUP
AND PER STUDENT AVERAGES





















0 19 « ■ 15 a a 5 B a 2 a a
1 3 3 1 1 3 3 1 1
2 16 32 11 22 9 18 a a a a
3 26 78 ■ a a B 7 21 2 6
4 14 56 ■ B a a 3 12 2 8
5 24 120 a B a a 5 25 3 15
6 14 84 3 18 a a a a
7 9 63 3 21 2 14
8 5 40 4 32
9 2 18 a B a a
10 3 30 a B a a
11 3 33 a B a a
12 2 24 2 24
13 ■ ■ ■ ■ 1 13
14 2 28 a B B a a a
Total, ■ • 609 a B 131 a a 93 a a 30
Per cent ■ m 70.5 a B 15.3 a a 10.7 a a 3.5
Average
per student m m 4.3 a B 2.1 a a 2.7 a a
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Of the 62 sophomores in the sample 15 had read no books
during the past year; one had read one book; 11 had read two
books eaoh; three had read six and seven books each; four had
read eight books each; two had read 12 books each and one had
read 13 books. Of 24 juniors in the sample group indicating
books read for pleasure nine had read two books each; seven
had read three books eaoh; five had read five books each;
three had read one and four books each; and two had read
seven books each. According to the responses, five junior
students indicated that they had read no books during the
past year (see Table 7).
The sample consisted of 10 seniors and two of these had
read no books in the past year; one had read one book; two
had read no books in the past year; one had read one book;
two had read three and four books each and three had read
five books each (see Table 7).
The average number of books read by a freshman was 4.3
for the past year; the sophomore student averaged 2.1 books;
the junior read 2.7 books and the senior averaged three
books.
The data disclosed that 726 or 84.1 per cent of the
titles were fiction and 137 or 15.9 per cent were non-fiction.
According to the responses, the 206 students of the sample
group indicated having read 863 books during the past year.
23
Of the 863 titles, the numher of readers of individual titles
ranged from one to 51 for fiction and fluctuated between one
and 27 for non-fiction (see Appendix A). The freshmen,
sophomores, juniors and seniors listed 525, 106, 78 and 17
fiction titles respectively; and 84, 24, 15 and 13 non¬
fiction titles were indicated respectively by the same
classes (see Table 6).
Book reading according to the geographical location of
the sample students.—An analysis was made of the number and
types of books read by students from varied geographical lo¬
cations in order to reveal reading differences, if any, by
geographical distribution. The data provided evidence to
TABLE 8
BOOK READING ACCORDING TO THE GEOGRAPHICAL
LOCATION OF THE SAMPLE STUDENTS
Geographical
Areas






Southeastern 670 103 773 89.5 91.1
Northeastern 25 16 41 5.0 2.4
Midwestern 12 6 18 2.0 2.4
Southwestern 4 1 5 .5 .8
Not Indicated 15 11 26 3.0 3.3
Total 726 137 863 100.0 100.0
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show that the students from the Southeastern states, repre¬
senting 91.1 per cent of the sample, had read 773 or 89.5 per
cent of the total number books indicated by the entire group.
Of the 247 students in the sample group six or 2.4 per cent
of them came from the Northeastern states and had read 41 or
five per cent of the indicated titles; six or 2.4 per cent
of them came from the Midwestern states and had read 18 or
two per cent of the listed titles; and two or 0.8 per cent
of them came from the Southwestern states and had read five
or 0.5 per cent of the listed titles (see Table 8). From a
relative point of view, the students from the Northeastern
states had read more books of fiction and non-fiction pro¬
portionately than those from the other regions.
Book reading by members of campus organizations and
employed students.—^Students belonging to campus organiza¬
tions, whether they were active or not, consisted of a total
of 139 or 56.3 per cent of the sample group. They reported
having read 521 books in the past year which represented
60.4 per cent of the 863 books read by the whole group. Most
of the 139 students concerned were active members of their
organizations, 115 or 82.7 per cent, but relatively fewer of
the books were read by them, 393 or 75.4 per cent.
Sixty-six or 26.7 per cent of the sample were employed,
and they reported having read 153 or 17.7 per cent of the
25
863 books. Fiction was the dominant type of reading by both
of the above discussed groups (see Table 9).
TABLE 9






















Organizations 139 56.3 452 69 521 60.4
Active Members 115 82.7 345 48 393 75.4
Employed 66 26.7 127 26 153 17.7
Current Reading
Of 247 students in the sample group 119 or 48.2 per
cent reported that they were currently reading 125 books.
These included 70 freshmen, 30 sophomores, 12 juniors and
seven seniors. Of the total of 125 books being read cur¬
rently, 70 or 58.4 per cent of titles were listed by fresh¬
men, 32 or 25.6 per cent were listed by sophomores, 12 or
9.6 per cent were listed by juniors and eight or 6.4 per
cent of the titles were listed by seniors. The responses re¬
vealed that 59 or 23.8 per cent of the sample group were
reading no books currently, including two freshmen, 32 sopho¬
mores, 22 juniors and three seniors. The data revealed that
26
98 or 78.4 per cent of the titles were fiction and 27 or 21.6
per cent of the titles were non-fiction (see Appendix B).
Methods Employed in Book Selection
There were six factors listed on the questionnaire af¬
fecting the reasons a student became interested in reading
his current book. These were by: popularity of author, book
reviews, book clubs, librarians, teachers, and recommendation
of friends. A space was also designated for "other" to be
filled in.
The primary stimulus in interest for book selection,
as indicated by the responses of the sample group, was by
the recommendation of friends, with 96 students or 38.5 per
cent of the sample group indicating this method. The popu¬
larity of author was the second strongest determining factor
of 63 or 25.5 per cent of the sample group; teachers were
noted by 54 or 21.9 per cent and the influence of book re¬
views was reported by 52 or 21 per cent. Librarians as
determining factors were indicated by only eight or 3.2 per
cent of the group. Other factors written in included the
appeal of title, movies and self-interest (see Table 10).
Even though the number one influence in the selection
of current recreational reading was reported as the recom¬
mendation of friends, this was not to an unusually high de¬
gree. Yet it was checked most by the students in each class
27
except the juniors who mentioned teachers as often as they
did friends. The librarian as a source of influence was
poorly represented in the total picture and was mentioned
next to last by the freshmen and juniors; last by the sopho¬
mores and not at all by the seniors (see Table 10).
TABLE 10
METHODS OF BOOK SELECTION
Method
Frequency of Listing
Fresh. Soph. Jr. Sr. Total Per Cent
Recommendation of
Friends 58 26 9 3 96 38.5
Popularity of
Author 38 16 7 2 63 25.5
Teachers 29 14 9 2 54 21.9
Book Reviews 35 13 4 ■ ■ 52 21.0
Librarians 5 1 2 ■ ■ 8 3.2
Book Clubs 3 3 1 1 8 3.2
Appeal of Titles 1 ■ ■ ■ m ■ • 1 .4
Movies ■ ■ 1 m m ■ ■ 1 .4
Self-interest 1 ■ ■ m ■ a a 1 .4
Others 4 1 ■ ■ a a 5 2.0
No Indication 38 17 10 3 68 27.5
Preferences of Students for Types or
Themes of Books
The questionnaire supplied a checklist of 13 types or
themes of books to be checked as the students' preferences.
These preferences ranged from 12 as indicated by one student
to no choices by three respondents. A total of 174 or 70.4
per cent of the students in the sample preferred fiction as
TABLE 11
















Fiction 102 41.3 46 18.6 21 8.5 5 2.0 174 70.4
About Negroes 79 31.9 29 11.7 20 8.0 7 2.8 135 54.4
Drama 54 21.8 18 7.2 17 6.8 4 1.6 93 37.4
Sex 59 23.8 18 7.2 10 4.0 2 .8 89 35.8
Biography 45 18.2 20 8.0 17 6.8 4 1.6 86 34.6
Marriage 34 13.7 13 5.4 13 5.4 4 1.6 64 26.1
Science 34 13.7 9 3.6 11 4.4 1 .4 55 22.1
History 36 14.5 10 4.0 6 2.4 2 .8 54 21.7
Philosophy 31 12.5 9 3.6 11 4.4 3 1.2 54 21.7
Travel 22 8.9 7 2.8 7 2.8 3 1.2 39 15.7
Religion 30 12.1 5 2.0 3 1.2 a a a a 38 15.3
Science Fiction 30 12.1 4 1.6 a a a a 1 .4 35 14.1
Vocations 12 4.8 7 2.8 2 .8 a a 21 8.4
Mystery 2 .8 a a a a a a a a a a 2 .8
Musical • ■ • ■ 1 .4 a a a a a a 1 .4
Psychology • • ■ • 1 .4 a a a a a a 1 .4
Sociology • « a a 1 .4 a a a a a a 1 .4
No Response • • a a 1 .4 1 .4 1 .4 3 1.2
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a type or theme. Books about Negroes were listed by 135 or
54.6 per cent of the students; 93 or 37.6 per cent preferred
drama; sex was checked by 89 or 36 per cent; philosophy by
54 or 21.9 per cent; biography by 86 or 34.8 per cent; mar¬
riage by 64 or 25.9 per cent; science by 55 or 22.2 per cent;
history by 53 or 21.4 per cent; travel by 39 or 15.8 per
cent; religion by 38 or 15.4 per cent; science fiction by 35
or 14.2 per cent and vocations by 21 or 8.5 per cent of the
sample students. Four or 1.6 per cent of the students indi¬
cated other preferences, including music, mystery, sociology
and psychology.
Fiction held first place for the freshmen, sophomores
and juniors, but for the seniors it held second place next
to books about Negroes. Works related to Negroes ranked
second in the total picture and second according to each
class except the seniors. Themes dealing with sex were
ranked third only by the freshmen. Science and philosophy
ranked sixth and seventh by juniors and eighth and ninth by
freshmen, while drama placed fourth with each class except
the juniors (see Table 11).
Magazine Reading
The total number of magazines listed by the sample
group of 247 students, as being read regularly numbered 644.
Of this number 394 or 61.2 per cent of the titles were listed
TABLE 12
NUMBER OF MAGAZINES READ BY THE SAMPLE GROUP
AND PER STUDENT AVERAGES
Students and Reading Frequency
Magazines Read Freshmen So]ohomores Juniors Seniors
Regularly Number Frequency Number Frequency Nvimber Frequency Number Frequency
0 21 a a 21 a a 7 a a 1 a a
1 11 11 7 7 4 4 1 1
2 28 56 9 18 4 8 1 2
3 30 90 9 27 5 15 3 9
4 17 68 6 24 8 32 1 4
5 12 60 2 10 5 25 2 10
6 8 48 4 24 a a a a 1 6
7 3 21 1 7 1 7 a a a a
8 5 40 a a a a a a a a a a a a
9 a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a
10 a a a a 1 10 a a a a a a a a
Total a ■ 394 a a 127 a a 91 a a 32
Per Cent a a 61.2 a a 19.7 a a 14.1 a a 5.0
Average Per
Student a a 2.7 a a 2.0 a a 2.7 a a 3.2
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by freshmen; 127 or 19.7 per cent were listed by sophomores;
91 or 14.1 per cent by juniors; and 32 or 5.0 per cent by
seniors. Of the 247 students involved 50 reported that they
do not read any magazines and 23 read at least one regularly.
The largest number of students, 47, reported reading three
magazines regularly. The seniors did more leisure-time
magazine reading than the other students averaging 3.2 maga¬
zines per student, the freshmen and juniors each read an
average of 2.7 magazines and the sophomores fell last aver¬
aging only 2.0 magazines per student (see Table 12).
Types of magazines read by sample students.--The 644
magazines designated by the members of the sample group were
divided into eight categories: (1) educational periodicals,
(2) fashion and home magazines, (3) general magazines, (4)
Negro journals, (5) religious periodicals, (6) sports and out¬
door magazines, (7) technical publications, and (8) business
periodicals.
The periodicals featuring current events and literary
works were classified as general magazines and eight of these
were mentioned 394 times or 61.2 per cent. Five Negro jour¬
nals were listed 105 times or 16.3 per cent. The third most
popular type of p\iblication, including 12 fashion and home
magazines, were listed 85 times or 13.2 per cent. There were
13 educational periodicals mentioned and these were noted 35
32
times or 5.3 per cent. Sports and outdoor, religious, tech¬
nical and business periodicals fared poorly having been
listed only 25 times or four per cent altogether (see
Table 13 and Appendix C).
TABLE 13







General 8 394 61.2
Negro 5 105 16.3
Fashion and Home 12 85 13.2
Educational 13 35 5.3
Men: Sports and Outdoor 3 12 2.0
Religious 1 7 1.0
Technical 2 4 .6
Business 1 2 .4
Total 45 644 100.0
Geographical location of students' homes.—^An analysis
was made of the number of magazines read by students from the
varied geographical regions. The data provided evidence to
show that students from the Southeastern states, representing
91.1 per cent of the sample, mentioned magazine titles 588
33
times or 92 per cent of the total. Of the 247 students in
the sample group six or 2.4 per cent of them came from the
Northeastern states and listed magazine titles 23 times or
3.3 per cent; six or 2.4 per cent of them came from the Mid¬
western states and listed magazine titles 14 times or two
per cent and two or 0.8 per cent of them came from the South¬
western states and listed magazine titles fire times or 0.7
per cent of the total (see Table 14).
TABLE 14
MAGAZINE READING ACCORDING TO THE GEOGRAPHICAL
DISTRIBUTION OF THE SAMPLE STUDENTS
Region
Students Magazines Mentioned
Number Per Cent Frequency Per Cent
Southeastern 225 91.1 588 92.0
Northeastern 6 2.4 23 3.3
Midwestern 6 2.4 14 2.0
Southwestern 2 .8 5 .7
No Indication 8 3.3 14 2.0
Total 247 100.0 644 100.0
Magazine reading of members of campus organizations.--
There were 139 students in the sample group who held member¬
ship in campus organizations, comprising 56.3 per cent of the
entire sample. Of the 644 times magazines were listed by the
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sample group, students holding membership in campus organi¬
zations indicated 389 or 60.4 per cent of the total. Time,
Life, Look, Newsweek, Ebony and Saturday Evening Post were
the most popular preferences cited by the members of campus
organizations with 116, 85, 75, 75, 74 and 31 regular readers,
respectively. These magazines were also the most popular
choices of the non-member group.
Of the 139 students holding membership in campus organ¬
izations 115 or 82.7 per cent of them were active participants
in these organizations, including 48 freshmen, 38 sophomores,
22 juniors and seven seniors. Of 664 magazine listings by
the sample group 344 or 53.5 per cent of the total number
were indicated by these students. Of the 389 magazine list¬
ings by students holding membership in organizations 334 or
53.5 per cent were listings by active participants during the
past year. A comparison of the percentage of the total num¬
ber of magazines read regularly by active participants in
campus organizations with the percentage of magazines read
regularly by students holding membership in these organiza¬
tions revealed a slight difference in the total number of
magazines read by these segments (see Table 15).
Of the 24 inactive members of campus organizations, in¬
cluding nine freshmen, seven sophomores, six juniors and two
seniors, 45 or 6.8 per cent of the total listings were read
TABLE 15


















Campus Organizations 167 25.9 102 15.9 88 13.7 32 4.9 389 60.4
Active Participants 148 23.0 82 12.7 83 13.0 31 4.8 344 53.5
Employment 110 17.1 20 3.1 22 3.4 17 2.6 169 26.2
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regularly by this group. The freshman, sophomore, junior and
senior students listed 19, 19, four and one magazines, re¬
spectively.
Magazine reading of employed students.—According to
the responses 66 or 26.7 per cent of the sample group, 34
freshmen, 19 sophomores, nine juniors and four seniors, were
employed. Of 644 frequencies of magazines read regularly by
the sample group 169 or 26.2 per cent (110 by freshmen, 20
by sophomores, 22 by juniors and 17 by seniors) were read
regularly by employed students (see Table 15). Of the 66
employed students 20 or 30.3 per cent of them, four freshmen,
13 sophomores and three juniors, read no magazines regularly
for pleasure.
In furtherance of this point, 92 or 14.3 per cent of
the total number of magazines were read regularly by stu¬
dents who were employed while active in campus organizations,
including 40 by freshmen, 13 by sophomores, 22 by juniors
and 17 by seniors. These data revealed that working stu¬
dents with active interests in campus organizations do less
magazine reading than students with more leisure time.
Newspaper Reading
The total frequency of newspapers listed by the sample
group of 247 students as being read regularly was 409. Of.
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this n\mber 256 or 63.3 per cent of them were listed by-
freshmen who represented 57.1 per cent of the entire group;
95 or 23.2 per cent were listed by sophomores who composed
25.1 per cent of the sample group; 44 or 11.0 per cent were
listed by juniors who made up 13.8 per cent of the group and
11 or 2.5 per cent were listed by seniors who formed 4.0 per
cent of the group.
Number and types of newspapers read.--The total number
of times newspapers were listed by the sample group of 247
students, as being read regularly was 409. Of this number
256 or 63.3 per cent of the titles were listed by freshmen;
95 or 23.2 per cent were listed by sophomores; 44 or 11.0 per
cent by juniors; and 11 or 2.5 per cent by seniors. Of the
247 sample students 57 reported that they do not read any
newspapers regularly and 38 read at least one regularly. The
largest number of students, 55, reported reading two news¬
papers regularly. The freshmen did more leisure-time news¬
paper reading than the other students averaging 1.8 per
student; the sophomores read an average of 1.5 newspapers;
the juniors read an average of 1.3 and the seniors ranked
last averaging 1.1 newspapers per student (see Table 16).
The 23 titles of newspapers were designated by the
sample group were classified by frequency of ptiblication,
daily, weekly, and semi-monthly, and by news coverage, local.
TABLE 16
NUMBER OF NEWSPAPERS READ BY THE SAMPLE GROUP
AND PER STUDENT AVERAGES
Students and Reading Frequency
Newspapers Read Freshmen So]phomores Juniors Seniors
Regularly Number Frequency Number Frequency Number Frequency Number Frequency
0 30 ■ » 19 ■ • 7 a a 1 a a
1 21 21 11 11 5 5 1 1
2 33 66 12 24 10 20 a a a a
3 34 102 13 39 1 3 2 6
4 10 40 4 16 4 16 1 4
5 4 20 1 5 a a a a a a a a
6 • ai • a • m a a a a a a a a a a
7 1 7 ■ ■ s a a a a a a a a a
Total ■ • 256 ■ B 95 a a 44 a a 11
Per Cent • ■ 63.3 m m 23.2 a a 11.0 a a 2.5
Average Per
Student • ■ 1.8 m m 1.5 a a 1.3 a a 1.1
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national, international and the Negro. Among the dailies
were 10 local daily newspapers printed in several cities and
towns in the United States, two national dailies featuring
news on the national and international levels and one Negro
daily. There were six local weekly newspapers; three Negro
weeklies and one Negro paper which is published twice per
month (see Table 17).
TABLE 17
TYPES AND NUMBER OF NEWSPAPERS AND
NUMBER OF TITLES READ











There were 409 instances cited of regular newspaper
reading by the students in the sample group. The largest
number were the local daily newspapers with 238 instances
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reported. The one Negro daily. The Atlanta World, ranked
next having been listed 91 times. Negro weeklies were listed
48 times; national dailies 23 times; local weeklies eight
times and the Negro semi-monthly was mentioned only once (see
Table 17 and Appendix D).
Newspaper reading according to the geographical loca¬
tion of the sample students■—The data revealed that the stu¬
dents from the Southeastern states, representing 91.1 per
cent of the sample, listed newspapers 367 times or 90.0 per
cent of the total listings indicated by the entire sample
group. Of 247 students in the sample group six or 2.4 per
cent came from the Northeastern states and listed newspaper
TABLE 18
NEWSPAPER READING ACCORDING TO THE GEOGRAPHICAL
DISTRIBUTION OF THE SAMPLE STUDENTS
Region
Students New^apeis Mentioned
Number Per Cent Frequency Per Cent
Southeastern 225 91.1 367 90.0
Northeastern 6 2.4 8 1.9
Midwestern 6 2.4 8 1.9
Southwestern 2 .8 5 1.2
No Indication 8 3.3 21 5.0
Total 247 100.0 409 100.0
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titles eight times or 1.9 per cent; six or 2.4 per cent of
them came from the Midwestern states and listed newspaper
titles eight times or 1.9 per cent and two or 0.8 per cent
of them came from the Southwestern states and listed news¬
paper titles five or 1.2 per cent of the designated titles
(see Table 18) .
Newspaper reading of members of campus organizations.—
There were 139 students in the sample who held membership in
campus organizations, comprising 56.3 per cent of the entire
sample. Of the 409 newspaper citations listed by the sample
group, students holding membership in campus organizations
indicated 231 or 56.5 per cent of the total. The Atlanta
Constitution, the Atlanta Daily World, the Atlanta Journal,
the Atlanta Inguirer and the New York Times were the most
popular preferences cited by the members of campus organiza¬
tions with 142, 91, 81, 39 and 22 regularly readers, respec¬
tively. These newspapers were also the most popular choices
of the non-member group.
Of 139 students holding membership in campus organiza¬
tions, 115 or 82.7 per cent of them were active participants
in these organizations, including 48 freshmen, 38 sophomores,
22 juniors and seven seniors. For the 409 times titles were
cited by the sample group, 200 or 48.9 per cent of the total
number were by activeparticipants of campus organizations.
TABLE 19
NUMBER OF NEWSPAPERS READ REGULARLY BY MEMBERS OF CAMPUS

















Campus Organizations 104 25.4 70 17.1 46 11.4 11 2.6 231 56.5
Active Participants 89 22.0 56 13.7 44 11.0 9 2.2 200 48.9
Employment 66 16.1 26 6.4 8 2.0 7 1.7 107 26.2
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Of the 231 newspaper titles listed by students holding mem¬
bership in these organizations 200 or 48.9 per cent were
listed by active members (see Table 19).
The 24 inactive members of campus organizations, in¬
cluding nine freshmen, seven sophomores, six juniors and two
seniors, listed 31 or 7.7 per cent of the newspaper reading
frequencies. This included 15 by freshmen, 14 by sophomores
and two each by seniors.
Newspaper reading of employed students.--According to
the responses 66 or 26.7 per cent of the sample group, 34
freshmen, 19 sophomores, nine juniors and four seniors, were
employed. Of 409 newspaper reading citations by the sample
students 107 or 26.2 per cent (66 by freshmen, 26 by sopho¬
mores, eight by juniors and seven by seniors) were made by
employed students. In addition, a comparison of the percent¬
age of the total number of newspapers read regularly by em¬
ployed students with the percentage of newspapers read
regularly by unemployed students revealed that the employed
students engaged in more newspaper reading regularly than un¬
employed students. Of 66 employed students 24 or 36.4 per
cent of them, eight freshmen, 10 sophomores, four juniors
and two seniors read no newspapers regularly for pleasure
(see Table 19). Moreover, 46 or 11.2 per cent of the total
number of newspaper reading references were made by students
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who were employed and also active in campus organizations,
including 17 by freshmen, 14 by sophomores, eight by juniors
and seven by seniors.
Kinds of Articles Read
There were 26 items on the questionnaire to be checked
which represented the kinds of articles or contents of news¬
papers preferred by readers. These were: advertisements,
cartoons, classified ads, church, comics, crossword puzzles,
disaster, editorials, education, finance, foreign news, front
page news, human interest, industrial news, literature, local
news, national news, radio and TV, science, social stories,
society, sports, state news, theater, violence and world af¬
fairs. A space was also designated for other items to be
filled in.
The front page news was the most popular item as indi¬
cated by the responses of the sample group, with 214 students
indicating this section of the newspaper. Editorials were
the second heaviest read features of 196 students; articles
on world affairs were cited by 171 students; local news was
noted by 152 students and national news was reported by 148.
The comic section was rather popular with 144 readers; edu¬
cational articles were designated by 135 students and foreign
news was read by 131 students. Scientific and literary
articles were reported by only 76 and 72 students, respectively.
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Another item, horoscope, was written in by three students
(see Table 20).
TABLE 20





omore Junior Senior Total
Front Page News 126 52 29 7 214
Editorials 108 49 31 8 196
World Affairs 94 41 30 6 171
Local News 89 36 23 4 152
National News 82 35 25 6 148
Comics 88 39 16 1 144
Education 64 39 25 7 135
Foreign News 71 34 24 2 131
Cartoons 72 35 16 3 126
Theater 76 27 19 4 126
Human Interest 67 33 17 3 120
Sports 69 28 12 4 113
Radio and TV 71 27 11 3 112
State News 68 23 15 4 110
Disaster 58 25 17 3 103
Advertisements 63 22 15 2 102
Society 53 21 18 2 94
Science 42 17 17 a a 76
Violence 43 19 12 2 76
Literature 43 19 9 1 72
Classified Ads 43 16 8 2 69
Crossword Puzzle 35 15 7 4 61
Social Stories 29 17 12 2 60
Church 25 4 2 1 32
Finance 10 5 3 2 20
Industrial News 8 2 4 1 15
Horoscope 3 ■ ■ a a a a 3
Although scientific and literary articles were not re¬
ported to an appreciable degree, these items were checked in
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no instance and one time, respectively, by the seniors who
mentioned the comic section to the same extent as they did
literature. The front page news, the most frequently men¬
tioned section of the newspaper, was reported by nearly three-
fourths of the students in each class (see Table 20).
Sources of Securing Reading Materials
Sources for securing books.—A checklist of nine pos¬
sible sources from which students could secure books for
leisure-time reading was listed on the questionnaire. These
sources were: the Clark College Library, the Trevor Arnett
Library, the public library, subscriptions, book stores,
book clxibs, newsstands, friends and home. In order to
solicit other sources from which students secured books,
space was provided for the listing of additional sources.
The number of sources designated by individual students
ranged from one to eight. Four students did not specify any.
Of the 247 students in the sample 157 or 63.6 per cent
of them mentioned that they obtained books from the Clark
College Library, 154 or 62.3 per cent named the Trevor Arnett
Library and the ptiblic library was a source for obtaining
books by 135 or 54.6 per cent of the group. Not quite one-
third of the students indicated the home. One student, a
freshman, listed the reading laboratory as a source from
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■which he secured books for leisure-time reading (see Table
21).
TABLE 21
SOURCES FOE SECURING BOOKS
Frequency of Listing
Source




Library 96 35 25 1 157 63.6
Trevor Arnett
Library 79 45 25 5 154 62.3
Public Library 65 43 23 4 135 54.6
Friends 57 15 15 2 89 36.0
Home 53 12 11 1 77 31.2
Book Stores 39 13 11 4 57 23.1
Newsstands 21 14 5 2 42 17.0
Book Clubs 16 7 5 1 29 11.8
Subscriptions 11 5 5 1 22 8.5
Reading Laboratory 1 . • « • ■ • 1 .4
No Indication 2 1 1 ■ ■ 4 1.6
Sources for securing magazines.--The number of sources
for securing magazines designated by individual students
ranged from one to five with 24 or 9.7 per cent of the stu¬
dents not specifying any sources. Of the 247 students in the
sample 117 or 47.4 per cent of them, representing the largest
number of students, obtained magazines through subscriptions
and the Clark College Library was the second most popular
source from which 100 or 40.5 per cent of the students secured
magazines. The Trevor Arnett Library and the public library
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were mentioned as being far less popular sources than the
home, friends or the newsstands (see Table 22).
TABLE 22
SOURCES FOR SECURING MAGAZINES
Frequency of List;mg
Source
Fresh. Soph. Jr. Sr. Total
Per
Cent
Subscriptions 61 33 17 6 117 47.4
Clark College
Library 64 16 18 2 100 40.5
Home 57 16 13 2 88 35.6
Friends 45 10 10 2 79 32.0
Newsstands 40 12 10 1 63 25.5
Treyor Arnett
Library 26 16 12 ■ ■ 54 22.3
Public Library 16 6 4 1 27 11.0
Book Stores 6 4 4 ■ • 14 5.7
Others 5 ■ ■ 1 « • 6 2.4
No Indication 11 9 3 1 24 9.7
Sources for securing newspapers.—The largest number
of students, 100 or 40.5 per cent, checked the home first as
a source for obtaining newspapers and the Clark College Li¬
brary was the second most popular source from which 97 or
39.3 per cent of the students secured newspapers. About
one-fourth of them buy newspapers and about 15 per cent get




SOURCES FOR SECURING NEWSPAPERS
Frequency of Listing
Source
Fresh. Soph. Jr. Sr. Total
Per
Cent
Home 61 20 15 4 100 40.5
Clark College
Library 53 25 15 4 97 39.3
Newsstands 45 8 9 1 63 25.5
Friends 19 4 12 2 37 15.0
Trevor Arnett
Library 16 12 9 ■ ■ 37 15.0
Public Library 8 2 3 ■ ■ 13 5.3
Book Stores 3 1 2 ■ ■ 6 2.4
Book Clubs ■ ■ ■ ■ • ■ K ■ B B B «
No Indication 12 7 2 2 23 9.3
Amount of Leisure Time Reading Weekly
Book reading.--Of the 247 students a total of 34 or
14.0 per cent of the sample group, comprising eight freshmen
and sophomores each and one junior and senior each, engaged
in leisure-time book reading less than one hour per week;
103 or 42.0 per cent of them, including 58 freshmen, 26 soph¬
omores, 18 juniors and one senior spent from one to three
hours reading per week; 65 or 26.3 per cent of them, includ¬
ing 41 freshmen, 10 sophomores, nine juniors and five seniors
spent from four to seven hours reading per week; 18 or 7.3
per cent of them, including eight freshmen and sophomores
each and one junior and senior each, engaged in leisure-time
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book reading from eight to 10 honrs per week and 13 or 5.3
per cent of them, including nine freshmen, two sophomores
and one junior and senior each, engaged in leisure-time book
reading more than 11 hours per week. Of 247 sample students
12 or 5.1 per cent, including five freshmen and sophomores
each and one junior and senior each, did not indicate doing
any leisure-time book reading (see Table 24).
TABLE 24
HOURS PER WEEK SPENT READING BOOKS
Hours Per
Week
Number of Hours Spent Reading
Fresh. Soph. Jr. Sr. Total Percentage
Less than 1 18 10 5 1 34 14.0
1 to 3 58 26 18 1 103 42.0
4 to 7 41 10 9 5 65 26.3
8 to 10 8 8 1 1 18 7.3
11 or more 9 2 1 1 13 5.3
No Response 5 5 1 1 12 5.1
Magazine reading.--A total of 93 students or 38.0 per
cent of the sample group, including 48 freshmen, 27 sopho¬
mores, 16 juniors and two seniors, engaged in leisure-time
magazine reading for less than one hour per week; 86 or 35.0
per cent of them, including 56 freshmen, 17 sophomores, 10
jtiniors and three seniors, spent from one to three hours per
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week; 33 or 13.3 per cent of them, including 20 freshmen,
seven sophomores and three juniors and seniors each, spent
from four to seven hours reading per week; eight or 3.2 per
cent of them, including four freshmen and two sophomores and
juniors each, engaged in leisure-time magazine reading from
eight to 10 hours per week and three or 1.2 per cent of them,
including two freshmen and one junior, spent more than 11
hours reading per week. A total of 23 students or 9.3 per
cent of the sample group, including 11 freshmen, nine sopho¬
mores, two juniors and one senior, did not indicate any time
spent in reading magazines for pleasure (see Table 25).
TABLE 25
HOURS PER WEEK SPENT READING MAGAZINES
Hours Per Number of Hours Spent Reading
Week Fresh. Soph. Jr. Sr. Total Percentage
Less than 1 48 27 16 2 93 38.0
1 to 3 57 17 10 3 86 35.0
4 to 7 20 7 3 3 33 13.3
8 to 10 4 2 2 a a 8 3.2
11 or more 2 ■ ■ 1 a a 3 1.2
No Response 11 9 2 1 23 9.3
Newspaper reading-.—A total of 84 or 34.0 per cent of
the sample group, including 49 freshmen, 19 sophomores, 13
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jiuiiors and three seniors, engaged in leisure-time newspaper
reading less than one hour per week; 77 or 31.2 per cent of
them, including 39 freshmen, 24 sophomores, 11 juniors and
three seniors, spent from one to three hours reading per week;
52 or 21.1 per cent of them, including 33 freshmen, nine
sophomores, seven juniors and three seniors, engaged in
leisure-time newspaper reading from four to seven hours per
week; 11 or 4.4 per cent of them, including six freshmen,
four sophomores and one junior, spent from eight to 10 hours
reading per week and five or two per cent of them, including
four freshmen and one junior, engaged in leisxire-time news¬
paper reading 11 or more hours per week. Of 247 students
18 or 7.3 per cent of the sample, including 10 freshmen, six
TABLE 26
HOURS PER WEEK SPENT READING NEWSPAPERS
Hours Per Number of Hours Spent Reading
Week Fresh. Soph. Jr. Sr. Total Percentage
Less than 1 49 19 13 3 84 34.0
1 to 3 39 24 11 3 77 31.2
4 to 7 33 9 7 3 52 21.1
8 to 10 6 4 1 « • 11 4.4
11 or more 4 ■ ■ 1 ■ a 5 2.0
No Response 10 6 1 1 18 7.3
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sophomores and one junior and senior each, did not indicate




Clark College is a four-year, liberal arts, coeduca¬
tional college located on the westside of Atlanta, Georgia.
It is privately supported by the Methodist Episcopal Church
and has an enrollment of 719 full-time students. This study
has reported the recreatory reading tastes of Clark College
students in order to ascertain their independent reading in¬
terests and habits as reflected through leisure-time book,
magazine and newspaper reading. The results of this study
were obtained through a questioimaire which was administered
to a sample group of Clark College students. The sample con¬
sisted of 247 or 34.3 per cent of the total enrollment of
719 full-time students. These 247 students were those who
voluntarily attended their class meeting on May 14, 1964.
The sample consisted of far more female than male students,
159 or 64.0 per cent were females whereas only 88 or 36.0 per
cent were males. Not enough students indicated their major
subject interests or specializations to draw any conclusions
regarding the relationship of s\ibject interests to reading.
Over 90 per cent of the sample group were Southerners
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and 173 or 70.0 per cent of them were from Georgia. More
than half of the sample group, 139, belonged to campus organ¬
izations and 115 of them and slightly more than one-fourth,
26.7 per cent, of the students were employed.
It was assumed that the number and types of books, mag¬
azines and newspapers read for pleasure, their sources of
securing reading materials and the amount of time spent in
reading these materials might be affected by the students'
classifications, their home geographical locations, member¬
ship in campus organizations, active participation in these
organizations, student employment and active participation
in campus organizations while employed.
Books
Of the 247 students involved, 206 of them reported read¬
ing 863 books for recreational purposes in the past year.
Forty-one admitted that they had not read a single book, in¬
cluding 19 freshmen, 15 sophomores, five juniors and two
seniors. Of the 863 books read by the sample group, 726 or
84.1 per cent of the titles were fiction and 137 or 15.9 per
cent were non-fiction. A comparison of the total nximber of
fiction books read with the total number of non-fiction books
read revealed decisively that more fiction than non-fiction
was read at each class level. The facts which have been
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presented suggest that the students' reading tastes remain
basically unchanged with academic progress. The fiction
titles indicated by the sample group included classics, pop¬
ular older best sellers and the more current ones.
In preference for types or themes of books, fiction
was often indicated by students at the various class levels
as a preference for type of book. The t3pes or themes of
non-fiction preferred by the students were those about
Negroes and biography. Books in these categories were fre¬
quently listed as having been read during the past year. Re¬
latively, no difference between preference for types or
themes of non-fiction books and actual reading existed among
the students by classification in the sample group.
Most of the students in the sample were from the South¬
eastern region, and 70.0 per cent of them were from Georgia.
Although the students from this section read 89.5 per cent of
the indicated titles, the six students from the Northeastern
states read relatively far more books than those from the
other sections of the country. Students from all locations
read conclusively more fiction than non-fiction.
The most popular method of selecting a book to read,
as indicated by the majority of students at the various class
levels, was through the recommendation of friends. Members
of campus organizations read considerably more than the
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non-member segment of the sample group. However, active
participants in campus organizations tended to read a little
less than the inactive ones. Unemployed students generally
did more leisure-time book reading than employed students.
Magazines
The ntimber of frequencies of general magazine title
listings far exceeded the number of citations of any other
type and Negro journals were the second highest number indi¬
cated. Business, technical, religious, sports and outdoor
and educational magazines accotinted for 60 frequencies of
644 magazine listings. The data revealed no increase or de¬
crease in the percentage of magazines read with the students'
academic progress. In fact, the magazine reading interests
and habits of the freshmen and sophomores were very similar
to those of the juniors and seniors. Again, the percentage
of magazines read was not affected by the geographical loca¬
tion of the students' homes.
An analysis of the magazines read by students holding
membership in campus organizations and those who did not re¬
vealed similar reading interests and habits. However, the
students who were active in campus groups read slightly more
magazines than the inactive ones. A pronounced fact revealed
by the study was that unemployed students engaged in more
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leisure-time magazine reading than employed students, while
working students with active interests in campus activities
did less reading of magazines than students with more leisure
time.
Newspapers
Of 409 frequencies cited of newspaper reading, local
daily newspapers received the largest with 238 or 58.2 per
cent of the instances reported. The one Negro Atlanta daily
ranked second having been listed 91 times or 22.2 per cent.
Negro weeklies, national dailies, local weeklies and one
Negro semi-monthly accounted for the 80 times newspaper
titles were indicated. An analysis of the newspapers read
by students from the various geographical regions revealed
no significant variations. The data showed that the news¬
paper reading interests and habits of the students affiliated
with campus organizations were comparable to those of the en¬
tire sample group, but the active members of organizations
engaged in more regular newspaper reading than the non-active
ones. Working students tend to read newspapers less than the
others.
The front page news and editorials were most popular
portions of the newspapers. Other news, the comics and edu¬
cational articles were reported to an appreciable degree, and
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scientific and literary articles were poorly represented by
the students of each class.
Conclusions
Average freshman:
The average freshman, 37.2 per cent female and 19.4 per
cent male, indicated having read for pleasure a pronounced
margin of fiction titles and strongly preferred fiction as
his preference for a type or theme. Representing more than
one-half of the entire sample group, he had read 4.3 books
(fiction and non-fiction) during the past year for pleasure.
This was more than any of his more advanced schoolmates had
read. The primary stimulus in interest for book selection
was recommendation of friends, but this was not designated
to an unusually high degree. The average student in the
freshman class read 2.7 magazines and 1.8 newspapers regu¬
larly in the past year, concentrating more heavily on general
magazines and local daily newspapers. Front page news items
and editorials were very popular sections with the freshman
student.
The freshman student secured most of his books from the
Clark College Library, his magazines primarily through sub¬
scriptions and his newspapers at or from home. He tended to
read books from one to three hours per week and spent less
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than one hour weekly reading magazines and newspapers.
Average sophomorej
The average sophomore student read 2.1 books for pleas¬
ure during the past year, showing a decisive preference for
fiction titles. His friends were a dominant factor in help¬
ing him select his books, but the popularity of an author
was also a significant one. He had read two magazines and
1.5 newspapers (mostly local dailies) regularly in the past
year. The magazines were predominantly general. The sopho¬
more student read front page news and editorials somewhat
more than any other section of the newspaper. He obtained
most of his books from the Trevor Arnett Library, his mag¬
azines through subscriptions and his newspapers from the Clark
College Library. He spent from one to three hours per week
reading books and newspapers each and less than one hour per
week in magazine reading.
Average junior:
The junior student reported having read decisively more
fiction than non-fiction and had read an average of 2.7 books
for pleasure during the past year. He made it known that he
preferred fiction, as a type or theme of book, and read more
of this type than any other. His friends and teachers to the
same extent influenced his choice of books. The junior student
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read 2.7 magazines and 1.3 newspapers regularly and preferred
the general magazines and local daily newspapers. He read
the editorials and articles about world affairs to a great
extent. He borrowed books from the Clark College Library as
much as he did from the Trevor Arnett Library. He spent from
one to three hours per week reading books and spent less than
an hour weekly reading magazines and newspapers.
Average senior:
The average senior read slightly more fiction titles
than non-fiction titles but indicated a preference for books
about Negroes as a type or theme. He showed a tendency to¬
ward preferring non-fiction. He had read an average of
three books for pleasure during the past year and preferred
those which had been mentioned by friends. The author of a
book and teachers also influenced his choice of reading.
It is significant to note that book reviews and libra¬
rians were not reported as influences that helped the senior
select a book to read. He read editorials mostly and re¬
ported educational articles and front page news next. He
secured most of his books from the Trevor Arnett Library,
most of his magazines through subscriptions and got as many
newspapers from the home as from the Clark College Library.
He spent from four to seven hours per week reading books and
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almost the same amount of time reading magazines and about




TITLES OF BOOKS AND NUMBERS OF READERS
FICTION, DRMA AND POETRY
Another Country 51
Catcher in the Rye. ... 41
To Kill a Mockingbird . . 34
Brave New World ..... 19
Crime and Punishment. . . 17
Look Homeward, Angel. . . 16
Odyssey ......... 16
Go Tell It on the
Mountain. ....... 14
Lord of the Flies .... 12
Iliad 12
Native Son 12
Grapes of Wrath ..... 12
American Tragedy. .... 11
Carpetbaggers ...... 9
Scarlet Letter 9
Wuthering Heights .... 9
God's Little Acre .... 8
Invisible Man 8
Man and Superman. .... 8
Tess of the D'urbervilles 8
Tom Jones 7
Agony and the Ecstacy . . 6
Giovanni's Room ..... 6
Gone With the Wind. ... 6
Good Earth. ....... 6
Hamlet 6
House of Seven Gables . . 6
Jungle. ......... 6
Rebecca ......... 6
Tale of Two Cities. ... 6
Ugly American 6
Vanity Fair ....... 6
Babbitt 6
Don Quixote ....... 6
Hawaii. 6
Lillies of the Fields . . 6
Animal Farm 5
Foxes of the Harrow . .
Lorna Doone ......
Nun's Story
Red Badge of Courage. .
Seven Days in May . . .








Pride and Prejudice . .
Shoes of the Fisherman.
This Side of Paradise .
War and Peace
Willie Mae
Burn, Killer, Burn. . .
By Love Possessed . . .
Citadel ........




Knock on Any Door . . .
Man Called Peter. . . .
Pilgrim's Progress. . .
Shade of Difference . .
Streetcar Named Desire.
Advise and Consent. . .
Bad Seed. .......
Candide ........
Chapman Report. . . . .
Decameron
For Whom the Bell Tolls





Gulliver's Travels .... 2
King Henry IV. ...... 2
Macbeth. . 2
Marjorie Morningstar ... 2
Never Love a Stranger. . . 2
Oedipus 2
Paradise Lost. ...... 2
Pearl. 2
Romeo and Juliet ..... 2
Sense of Value 2
Sound and the Fury .... 2
Tristan Shandy ...... 2
Woman Called Fancy .... 2


















Black, The Gray, and the Gold
Breakfast at Tiffany's
Brothers Karamazov
But the Morning Will Come
Caddie Woodla-wn
Canterbury Tales
Captive and the Free
Cardinal
Caretakers










Day of the Locust
Dead or Alive
Dear and Glorious Physician
Dearly Beloved
Devil Water
Diana of the Crossways
Divine Comedy
Drum
East Wind, West Wind
Ethan Frome
Famous Ghost Stories













How Green Was My Valley
Haunters and the Haunted
I'll Never Go There Anymore
Irish Short Stories and Tales
Island of the Blue Dolphins
Joy in the Morning
Judgment Day
Kim
Last Days of Sodom and
Gomorrah
Let No Man Write My Epitaph
Light in the Piazza
Light that Failed
Little White Horse
Live and Let Live
Magnificant Obsession
Main Street






My First Two Thousand Years
Naked and the Dead
Naked Came I
Nine Stories (Salinger)
Of Mice and Men
Old Man and the Sea
Oliyer Twist
On the Beach
One Day in the Life of Ivan
Denisovich














Raisin in the Sun
Red Pony
Return of the Native
Return to Peyton Place
Rise of Silas Lapham






Short Novels of John Steinbeck








Tales of Horror and the
Supernatural








Wake of the Red Witch
We Two Won't Last
West Side Story
Winter of Our Discontent
Wolf Whistle
Woman's Place
World of Susie Wong
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CURRENT READING






Brave New World 3
How Green Was My Valley . 3
Scarlet Letter. ..... 3
Streetcar Named Desire. . 3
Agony and the Ecstacy . . 2
Catcher in the Rye. ... 2
Crime and Punishment. . . 2
Elmer Gantry. ...... 2
Good Earth. ....... 2
Lord of the Flies .... 2
To Kill a Mockingbird . . 2
Tom Jones . 2
Ugly American ...... 2
Vuthering Heights .... 2
One Reader
After the Fall






Cat on a Hot Tin Roof






























Never Love a Stranger
Nineteen Eighty-four
Ordeal of Richard Feveral
Pass Beyond Kusmut
Red Badge of Courage


















Fire Next Time 5
Profiles in Courage. ... 5










Rise and Fall of the
Third Reich
Sex and the Single Girl
Silent Spring
Strength to Love
Travels of Marco Polo
World of Jazz
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Saturday Evening Post. . 31









Better Homes and Gardens 4
American Girl. ..... 2
Ladies Home Journal. . . 2
Esquire. ........ 1
Home .......... 1
House Beautiful. .... 1
Modern Bride ...... 1
Educational
Reader's Digest 18
Music Educators Journal. 2
Science Newsletter ... 2
Atlantic ........ 1
Child Development. ... 1
College English 1
Harpers ........ 1





Saturday Review. .... 1
Education (Continued)
Science Digest 1
Scientific American . . . 1
Social Work 1
Vital Speeches. ..... 1
Technical











Changing Times. ..... 2
Men: Sports. Outdoor and
Miscellaneous










TITLES OF NEWSPAPERS AND NUMBERS OF READERS
Dally National
New York Times . 22
Christian Science Monitor 1
Daily Local
Atlanta Constitution 142
Atlanta Journal. . 81
Miami Herald 6
St. Louis Post Dispatch 3
Chattanooga News Free Press 2
Florida Times Union 1
Fort Lauderdale News 1
New York Daily News. 1
Rome (Ga.) News Tribune 1
Negro Dally
Atlanta Daily World .................. 91
Local Weekly
Forest Park Free Press 2
Marietta Journal ......... 2
Elberton Star 1
McDonough Weekly ...... ......... 1
Philadelphia Inquirer. .... 1
San Antonio Eapress News ........ 1
Negro Weekly
Atlanta Inquirer ........... 39
Pittsburgh Courier . 6
Afro-American. 1
Louisiana Weekly 1
San Antonio Register ........... 1
Negro Semi-monthly




Classification Major Subject Home Town
Home State Sex: M F
1. Aside from school work, name your most enjoyable leisure¬
time interests or activities.
2. Do you belong to any campus clubs, fraternities, soror¬
ities, etc? Yes No
(a) If yes, please list them.
(b) Are you active in these organizations? Yes No
3. Have you read any books for pleasure recently? Yes No
If so, list the books you have read in the past year on
the back of this sheet. (Give author or title or both
if you can recall them).
4. Are you now reading any book for pleasure? Yes No
(a) If yes, what is it?
(b) How did you become interested in selecting the book
you are reading? (Please check).
Popularity of author Book reviews Book clubs
Librarians Teachers Recommendation of friends
Others:
5. What types or themes of books do you prefer? (Please
check) . Fiction Biography Travel History
Science Religion Science Fiction Philosophy
Marriage Drama About Negroes Vocations
Sex Others (Please list:
6. What magazines and newspapers do you read regularly?
(Please list them by title on the back of this sheet.)
7. Check the kinds of articles you usually read in newspapers.






































Others;9.How much time per week do you spend in leisure-time
reading?
Books Magazines Newspapers




Over 11 hours10.Do you find it necessary to work while you are attending
college? ^Yes No If you are a working student, what
kind of work do you do? (Please write in)
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